You may have the option to live in the community!

How?
The Community Living Option states that you may have the choice to remain living in your home, apartment, or other residence.  Most people with disabilities are able to live in the community.  Sometimes all that is needed is support services, home adaptations or assistive devices.  In many cases, those who remain in a nursing home do so because they or their families are unaware of the support resources available. 
What are home adaptations?
Home adaptations are any change made to the home that will increase access for the person with a disability, such as a ramp or widening doorways.  

What are assistive devices?

Equipment such as reachers, tub benches, alerting systems and other devices can help you perform tasks in your home.
What are home and community support services?

Any service(s) that may be necessary to stay in the home. 

Services may include: 

· Personal Care Assistants

· Home Health Agency  Homemakers, Aides, LPNs, Nurses and Therapists

· Assisted Living Services

· Meals on Wheels

· Personal Emergency Response Systems

· Adult Day Care

What resources are available to assist you with these services?

The Centers for Independent Living, OSCIL and PARI, can help you determine what assistive devices, home adaptations and support services may be beneficial, assist in the location of a program to help pay for them, and give you general information about community living options.  The Centers may also help you find accessible housing and transportation.  PARI runs a Consumer-Directed Personal Care Assistant Program.  

If you have a low income and few assets, and might otherwise require nursing home care, you may be eligible for a long-term care Medical Assistance program to pay for home support services, adaptations and devices.  To find out whether you qualify for these home and community-based programs, contact your local DHS Long Term Care Office.  If you qualify, you may have to pay a portion of the cost, but you will also receive full medical coverage and prescriptions.    

                     *****

If you had a significant disability before the age of 22, you should contact the Division of Developmental Disabilities (MHRH) to discuss whether you are eligible for additional in-home support services.

                    *****

People aged 65 and over may be eligible for home and community based programs run by the RI Department of Elderly Affairs.  You should contact their office

for more information.

 

How do I find out more?

For information on the kinds of services available to make community living an option for people with disabilities, contact::

Centers for Independent Living:

OSCIL
1944 Warwick Avenue

 Warwick, RI 02889  

(401) 738-1013 (V)

(401) 738-1015 (TTY)

(866) 857-1161 (toll-free)

Email: oscil@oscil.org
Website:  oscil.org

PARI

Independence Square

500 Prospect Street
Pawtucket, RI 02860

(401) 725-1966 (V/TTY)

Email: info@pari-ilc.org

Website: pari-ilc.org
State Agency Offices: 

RI Department of Elderly Affairs

Cranston, RI 02920

(401) 462-4000

(add ADRC when ready)

RI Department of Human Services

Long Term Care Offices:

Cranston: (401) 462-5182

E. Providence: (401) 222-7311

Newport: (401) 849-6000

Providence: (401) 222-7371 (V)


(401) 222-7032 (TTY)

Woonsocket: (401) 235-6400 (V)


 (401) 235-6490 (TTY)
   

RI Department of Mental Health, Retardation and Hospitals

Division of Developmental Disabilities

Cranston, RI 02920
(401) 462-3421 (V)

(401) 462-3226 (TTY)
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COMMUNITY LIVING 

OPTIONS
This information on the

Community Living Option

is being provided to you in compliance with RI General Law.

RI General Law Section 42-66.6-5 of 2004 states that people must be informed of the community supports available that may enable them to live in a less restrictive community-based environment or their own home.
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